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New Life for Saint Paul’s

For the past 18 months Saint Paul’s has been in “recovery” mode,
and has been blessed by God and strongly and affectionately
supported by grants from the Diocese of Massachusetts. Some of
that grant money has come directly to the parish and has been used
to supplement my salary (for which I am very grateful!). Another
portion of the grant money has been paid to a consultant from the
Alban Institute, the Rev. Alice Mann, who has guided us through a
very fruitful time of prayerfully and carefully exploring options for
churches our size.

During the year-long process of exploration we met the good folks
of Christ Church in Medway, and discovered that we have a lot in
common. Both churches had a “flowering” in the mid 1960’s with
weekly total attendance of about 135 at multiple Sunday morning
services. Both parishes participated in the gradual decline in
mainline protestant churches throughout the 1970’s and early
1980’s. Both churches experienced “second flowerings” under very
capable woman rectors in the late 1990’s, with weekly total
attendance that approached the marks set in the 1960’s. Both
parishes are currently challenged to compete with the programs
offered by larger churches in other denominations. Both parishes
are currently in a financial “crunch.” The leaderships of both
parishes have come to the realization that our current situations

( Continued on page 5)

Mission The mission of St. Paul’s is to minister unconditionally to all in the name of Christ through shared
worship, teaching, healing and service.

Viston  St. @aul’s is called to be an embracing, nourishing and life-giving family in Christ. ‘We are called to care
for each other, for our community and for the world.
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Assurance of the Ascension

After the Resurrection, the risen Lord
instructed his followers not to leave
Jerusalem. It was there, Jesus said, that
they would receive “the promise of the
Father” (Acts 1:4, NRSV). What was that
promise? It was that
they would be baptized
not with water but with
the Holy Spirit.

Shortly after that
utterance, Jesus was
“lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their
sight” (v. 9).

The Ascension reminds us that even though
Jesus isn’t physically present on earth, as

the living Christ, he is as near as we allow
him to be.

Jesus’ Ascension offers us the assurance that
God is now available to all people all the
time. He lives as a guiding, loving Spirit in
our midst.

Worship

This Easter Sunday is indeed the day that
the Lord has made. Let us all rejoice
together as we celebrate Christ’s
resurrection.

Sunday Worship

The Sunday worship schedule is centered on
the Holy Eucharist, Rite II at 10:30AM. This
service is celebrated for the first three
Sundays of the month. On the fourth Sunday
of each month, we nod to our more traditional
members, and celebrate the Elizabethan
language of the Holy Eucharist Rite I service.

All of our services feature traditional and
contemporary music and enjoy the support
of our organist and choir.

Holy Week Schedule
Wed, April 4
7:30PM Tenebrae at Christ Church, Medway

Thu, April 5
6:30PM Fellowship Meal at St. Paul’s
7:30PM Foot Washing at St. Paul’s
Holy Eucharist
Stripping of the Altar

Fri April 6
Noon Stations of the Cross at St. Paul’s
7:30PM Joint Service w/ Grace UMC at St. Paul’s

Sat April 7
7:30PM Great Vigil at Christ Church, Medway

Easter Sunday, April 8
All are invited to join in a celebration of the miracle of
Christ’s resurrection on Easter Sunday, April 8. A
Choral Eucharist, featuring the musicians and singers of
St. Paul’s, will be held at 10:30 a.m. Childcare will be
available for ages 2-4.
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Prayer Group

Lori Robak and Sue Ramsley are leading
prayer group that meets on Thursdays at
11AM in Fr. Mike's office. Please join them
any Thursday for the entire hour, or just to
stop in to request prayer together for a
specific concern. All are welcome to join this
informal prayer time and are welcome to
pray silently or aloud.

If you have a prayer request, please call Sue
at 508-881-5361 or Lori at 508-435-3353 or
visit the prayer website.

Prayer Website
Please remember to visit the prayer website:

http://stpaulhopkinton.org/prayer/

In addition to prayer requests, the website
features special prayers, book summaries and
recommendations, and links to other websites
of interest. There is a special prayer request
form on the website for people wishing to add
their prayer requests to the site.

Adult Bible Study

The Bible Study group meets Sunday
evenings, 5-6:30pm (coincident with the J2A
group). For more information, call Amy
Kent at 508-435-0221 or email her at
aandjkentfamily@comcast.net.

The group is currently studying the Book of
Acts.

Flowers on the Altar

Flower offerings may be made at any time of
the year to the Glory of God, in thanksgiving
for a specific blessing or in memory of a
loved one. The flowers or plants enhance
the chancel and remind our parishioners of a
specific blessing or memorial. After the
services the flowers/plants can be taken
home by the donor or can be delivered to
sick/shut-in parishioners.

If you'd like to dedicate flowers on the altar,
please Contact Ruth Warner at (508)435-
6349 or the church office (508)435-4536.

Electronic Devotionals
There are many good devotional websites
available these days. For instance, browse to:

http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/devotionals/
There you will find a number of links to other
devotional sites. These include devotionals
for women, couples and people who want an
easy way to read through the Bible in a year.

If you are interested in receiving a particular
devotional, just go to the website and click
on a choice for the day. You can also sign
up for weekly newsletters, etc.
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Upcoming Events

An events calendar is also provided at the
end of this newsletter.

APRIL

April 28" Rummage Sale

St. Paul’s will host it's spring rummage sale
on Saturday, April 28" from 9AM - 1PM in
the Parish Hall. Please save your rummage
to bring to the church in the week prior to
the sale. As the date approaches, please see
announcements on the website for additional
details about drop off times and volunteers
to assist.
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A friend of the Lord

An elderly woman relied on her son to take her
to worship, especially if she knew the
congregation would be celebrating Holy
Communion.

One Sunday, as they drove to church, her son
asked, "Mom, why are you always so
concerned about going to worship when
Communion is going to be served?”

Without hesitation, she replied, “"Son, on the
last night of Jesus’ earthly life when he was
with his friends in the Upper Room, he took
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bread and wine and said they represented his
body and his blood. He requested that his
friends take bread and wine often and to
remember him in that manner. Son, I am a
friend of the Lord and I take Communion to
remember him.”
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Musings from Las Vegas?

As a new member of the parish, I thought
what better way to meet the women and
friends of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church then
spending a weekend with them at the
Women’s retreat. I had the pleasure of
driving to the Barbara Harris Conference
Center recently with both Ginny Starkis and
Judy Billingsley. Oh, how they love their
grandchildren!

Thanks to Ginny’s husband, Andy, the
weekend began with a lovely drive through
the quaint little towns of Massachusetts and
New Hampshire. This “short cut” was a
welcome diversion from the traffic of the
major highways on a Friday afternoon. The
center is located on 326 wooded acres on
the shores of Otter Lake in Greenfield, NH,
Our rooms were clean and spacious and
most women shared a room with a friend.
Meals were served precisely at 8, 12 and 6
each day, and were family style. We began
each morning with a wonderful breakfast;
dinners always included an entrée, fresh
vegetables, salad bar, beverages, fruit,
bread, and luscious desserts.

I won't give away many details of the
weekend because we all know (from a well
known commercial) “what happens in
Vegas, stays in Vegas”. Let’s just say that
we learned how to meditate, we sang lovely
old church songs, said many prayers, sorted
photos, laughed a lot, cried some, shared
stories and drew comfort from the spiritual
fellowship of our old/new friends. Did I
mention we learned to sing Alowetta?
Thanks to Jane Desilets for leading our
group and for all of the other women who
made this special weekend possible! I

surely appreciate why many of the women
return each year, as I will next year.

Amen,
and a girl, too!
Maria Richards
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Maundy Thursday

The day before Good Friday is called Maundy
Thursday. The word “"Maundy” comes from
the Latin word mandatum, which means
“commandment.” In the gospel of John,
Jesus makes this statement during the Last
Supper: “I am with you only a little longer.
... I give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another”
(John 13:33-35, NRSV).

Maundy Thursday should always be a time of
sharing with others, showing loving concern
for one another, and partaking of Holy
Communion. That is what the Lord asked of
his disciples and asks of us.

L "
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Off the Net

[Editor’s note: - we often receive emails from
friends and/or family members, all very well
intentioned, that tell some story about life and
then at the end implore us to send it to some
number of other contacts for good luck, fortune,
blessings or whatever. If you have received an
email that you would like to share with others,
please forward it to epistle@stpaulhopkinton.org
for inclusion in a future issue of the Epistle. ]

Garrison Keillor (author and host of "A Prairie Home
Companion") on Episcopalians:

We make fun of Episcopalians for their blandness,
their excessive calm, their fear of giving offense,
their lack of speed and also for their secret fondness
for macaroni and cheese. But nobody sings like
them. If you were to ask an audience in Des
Moines, a relatively Episcopalian-less place, to sing
along on the chorus of "Michael Row the Boat
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Ashore," they will look daggers at you as if you had
asked them to strip to their underwear. But if you
do this among Episcopalians, they'd smile and row
that boat ashore and up on the beach! ...and down
the road!

Many Episcopalians are bred from childhood to sing
in four-part harmony, a talent that comes from
sitting on the lap of someone singing alto or tenor
or bass and hearing the harmonic intervals by
putting your little head against that person's rib
cage. It's natural for Episcopalians to sing in
harmony. We are too modest to be soloists, too
worldly to sing in unison. When you're singing in the
key of C and you slide into the A7th and D7th
chords, all two hundred of you, it's an emotionally
fulfilling moment. By our joining in harmony, we
somehow promise that we will not forsake each
other.

I do believe this, people:

Episcopalians, who love to sing in four-part
harmony are the sort of people you could call up
when you're in deep distress. If you are dying, they
will comfort you. If you are lonely, they'll talk to
you. And if you are hungry, they'll give you tuna
salad!

- Episcopalians believe in prayer, but would
practically die if asked to pray out loud.

- Episcopalians like to sing, except when
confronted with a new hymn or a hymn with
more than four stanzas.

- Episcopalians believe their rectors will visit them
in the hospital, even if they don't notify them
that they are there.

- Episcopalians usually follow the official liturgy
and will feel it is their way of suffering for their
sins.

- Episcopalians believe in miracles and even
expect miracles, especially during their
stewardship visitation programs or when passing
the plate.

- Episcopalians feel that applauding for their
children's choirs will not make the kids too proud
and conceited.

- Episcopalians think that the Bible forbids them
from crossing the aisle while passing the peace.

- Episcopalians drink coffee as if it were the Third
Sacrament.

- Episcopalians feel guilty for not staying to clean
up after their own wedding reception in the
Fellowship Hall.

- Episcopalians are willing to pay up to one dollar
for a meal at church.

- Episcopalians still serve Jell-O in the proper
liturgical color of the season

- Episcopalians believe that it is OK to poke fun at
themselves and never take themselves too
seriously.

And finally, you know you are an Episcopalian when:

- It's 100 degrees, with 90% humidity, and you
still have coffee after the service.

- You hear something really funny during the
sermon and smile as loudly as you can.

- Donuts are a line item in the church budget, just
like coffee.

- When you watch a Star Wars movie and they
say, "May the Force be with you," and you
respond, "and also with you."

And lastly, it takes ten minutes to say good-bye.
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Note from Fr. Mike (cont. from pg. 1)

meant that we must try something new if we
are to be "vital” and “viable” (to use the
language of the Special Convention of the
Diocese held on March 10) churches in the
future.

So we are faithfully embarking on a journey
to “"do something new.” It’s new for us, at
least. The Diocese of Massachusetts is,
again, providing the funds for a consultant,
the Rev. Alice Mann, and is also providing a
staff liaison, the Rev. Cynthia Hubbard. The
Vestry of each parish has appointed
members to a joint task force which will
work for most of the rest of this year to draw
up a charter for a new type of collaborative
ministry between our two parishes. This
charter will provide for the clergy support
both parishes need without draining financial
resources to the detriment of the parishes’
vital programs. The goal is to lean on each
other as parishes, to share resources and
programs so that we can each be better
witnesses to God’s love, and bloom in the
places where God has planted us.

The long term outlook is still fuzzy, but very
hopeful. The short term outlook is a little
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more clear, and brings that most joyfully
anticipated aspect of parish life—change.

When the priest in residence at Christ
Church retires at the end of April, clergy
presence at both parishes will be provided by
support from the budding Hopkinton-Medway
Collaborative Ministry’s (HMCM) clergy team.
Through the end of 2007 the clergy team will
be comprised of one full time priest (me),
and one “contract supply” priest (to be
named). The supply priest’s duties will be
mostly involved with Sunday mornings. The
full time priest will attend vestry meetings at
each parish, work with the administrative
staff at each parish to make sure the
bulletins are ready for Sunday mornings, and
work with lay leaders of each parish to see
that each parish’s programs continue to
grow. The details about when the fulltime
priest will be in the office at each parish
have yet to be worked out. The full time
priest will also attend the meetings of the
HMCM Task Force and work with the task
force to develop the HMCM Charter. I am
also hoping that HMCM will be able to
provide a Stewardship Training Event for
both parishes in the September time frame.
The idea is to provide a consistent liturgical
presence on some kind of rotational basis for
Sunday mornings, and to provide a
consistent pastoral and administrative
presence during the week at each parish.

For 2007 Saint Paul’s will continue to pay the
salary and benefits for the full time clergy
position (grant money comes with strings),
and Christ Church will bear the cost of the
contract supply priest. In 2008 I anticipate
that there will be some sort of revenue
sharing between the parishes to support the
HMCM clergy salary and benefits, but those
details are still to be worked out.

What differences will you see on Sunday
mornings? At first, there will be very few.
Then there will be a new face and voice at
Sunday services as Saint Paul’s gets to meet
the new contract supply priest.

What differences will you see on week days?
For at least the remainder of 2007, when
you call the Saint Paul’s church office the
same volunteers will be there working on the
bulletins and tending the other
administrative fires. If you have a pastoral
care need, you might be given my cell phone
number because I might be in Medway for
the day. If you want to talk face to face,
you might need to make an appointment for
my next day at Saint Paul’s. If you have an
emergency, I might be 30 minutes away
instead of 5.

What differences will you see in parish life?
As the financial strain eases in 2008 and
beyond due to shared clergy costs, you
should see funds becoming available to
improve the parish’s programs. You should
also see growth in lay leadership as the
vestry and other lay leaders of Saint Paul’s
enter into partnerships with the vestry and
other lay leaders of Christ Church for
ministry. You should see the vitality and
viability of both parishes improve as the
people of God (read that as you) step
forward into ministry, and the HMCM clergy
team becomes more and more focused on
empowering that ministry.

The seeds of new life for Saint Paul’s are
being planted now, and will be watered and
weeded as the year passes. The shape of
that new life will become clearer as the
HMCM Task Force works on the covenant
that will shape our partnership with Christ
Church in Medway. The outlook for our
future is bright and blessed.

Thanks be to God!

Mike+
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Treasurer’s Note

It's hard to believe, but we've just completed
our first quarter of 2007! Easter is upon us
and we will soon be consumed with the
pleasant sounds and smells of spring. Before
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everyone gets that far away look in their eye
thinking about warm weather, cookouts, and
vacations, we in the treasurer's office wanted
to take a moment to bring you up to date on
our financial health.

First of all, the addition of Mary Arnaut as
Assistant Treasurer has been a blessing!

She has taken on the position with gusto and
is doing a wonderful job tracking the
financial happenings of St. Paul's. We are
doubly blessed to have a wonderful new
computer in our office, which safely and
securely stores our financial software.

With the exception of the past month, we
were fortunate to have a rather mild spring.
For us in the treasury department, that's
important because it means we may not be
spending as much on gas and electricity to
heat the building, and not as much to keep
our grounds clear of snow. Let’s hope we
are as fortunate this coming Oct/Nov/Dec!
We have also not incurred any unanticipated
'major’ expenses thus far in 2007; we hope
for God's blessing there as well!

The other thing we track in the Treasurer's
office is collections. You know, Sunday
collections, rent, donations flowers, building
fund, etc. - oh yes, did I mention PLEDGES ©?
Now that we’re one quarter through the New
Year, we should be comfortably close to
having paid a fourth of our pledges (for those
of you who pledged monthly)

Our parish pledged $54,476 for 2007 or, on a
quarterly basis, around $13,619 to be “"on
track”. We have actually collected $12,047 in
pledge offerings to date.

We, and the vestry, welcome your thoughts
and ideas about how we can be a more
helpful organization. For instance, we
received a suggestion that we should include
a letter of thanks for all of our contributors
to go along with the year end statements.
This was a great and welcome idea which we
will incorporate into our year end statement
process.

Finally, it is very gratifying to contribute time
and talent to St. Paul’s. We would like to
encourage everyone to feel emboldened to
participate in some way in some of the many
different events we will have throughout the
year. The spiritual return is out of this world!

Sincerely
Phil Robidoux Mary Arnaut
Treasurer Asst. Treasurer
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Altar Guild

The Altar Guild is a Parish ministry that is
responsible for keeping the Church ready for
its Sunday worship. The guild needs 6 to 8
people to give one hour per month, at their
convenience, to set up the altar for Sunday
worship, clean up afterward, and arrange the
flowers for the Altar (no experience
needed!!!). Please consider giving this
simple gift of time and contact Ruth Warner
at whitehaller2@comcast.net.

Outreach

Project Just Because...

Please continue to remember St. Paul’s
community outreach program with Project
Just Because.

. Needs...

¢ Household items

e toiletries

Clothes (adult and children) in good
condition.

Blankets

New underwear and socks

Kitchen accessories

Towels and sheets

Children’s toys, games, and books.

You can also browse their website for
additional needs:

WWW.projectjustbecause.org
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Second Sunday Offerings

Each month, on the second Sunday of the
month, we collect various food (and non-food)
items for the Hopkinton Council on Aging Food
Pantry. While specific nheeds are announced
during announcements in preceding Sunday
services, and are also found on the home page
of the website, you are always welcome to bring
additional items - your gifts are always needed
by those in our community.

Choir

The choir is looking for people who enjoy
singing or play an instrument. If you have
an interest, you can contact Gretchen Carr
or Carol Spengler for more information.
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Helping St. Paul’s Church

We constantly strive to maximize our
financial resources in order to accomplish
our goal of doing God’s work here on earth.
One of the ways we do this is in affiliation
with Amazon.com.

A link to the Amazon associates page is
available at www.stpaulhopkinton.org. St.
Paul's receives a percentage of the sale on
all purchases on Amazon from this link.

-t = e
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Your Vestry

Jay Jacobson
Sue Ramsley

Senior Warden
Junior Warden

Phil Robidoux Treasurer
Mary Arnaut Asst Treasurer
Dianne Belamarich Clerk

John Diercks
Chris Estey
Peter Dittman
Steve Pelletier
Gretchen Carr
Roger Mahoney

Stewardship
Stewardship
Epistle/Website
Stewardship
Hospitality

The vestry meets monthly, at 7PM on the 1%
Wednesday of the month, in the Parish Hall.

Because of Holy Week, the next Vestry
meeting will be April 11, with a return to
the first Wednesday of the month schedule
in May.

Copies of prior vestry meeting minutes may
be found on the website. Browse to the
following link for details on how to access
the minutes:

http://stpaulhopkinton.org/vestry.html

As other minutes are posted, they will be
announced via email.
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Epistle/Communications

The Epistle is distributed electronically (as a
.pdf file) and is also available on the St. Paul’s
Website (www.stpaulhopkinton.org). If you
would like to receive the Epistle electronically,
please send email to Peter Dittman at
epistle@stpaulhopkinton.org.

Of course, we also welcome your opinion on
any communications from the vestry/church.

Next Deadline for submission

If you have articles, suggestions and/or
announcements for the next Epistle, should
be submitted by April 27", for publication
May 1%,
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Just For Kids

Easter Crosses

Make this craft to remermber what
Jesus did for us, Hang it in your ropm

to look at all vear long,
=

What you nead:
- 'I'lunﬂ' paperplalﬁ {white]

Percdl ?%Q‘f

Crapans, paints or felt markers
Stapler, ghee stick or glue
Paper punch
Yarn, siring of ribbon

{shaut 10° og 127) %
1. With your pencil draw a slight

curved line all the way scross the
center of one plate, This will be & hill,

2, Draw three crosses

on the hill. Meke the [ H
center one a little bigger

than the others, S

3. Color the hill green and the crosses
browm, Or colos
the hill and crosses
black fo look like

a silhoustte,

4, Cut cut the hill

and erosses x5 one piece.
5. Calor the top hall of the other plate
with red, erange and yellow to look like
an evening sy,

6. Staple or ghee the hill-and-crosse

plate onbo the sky plabe. Make sire vou
lisvee i the bodtoem edges of the plates,

and staple or ghie just 2long the ciarved
edies where the plates meet.

7. Punch a hobe near the top

af the sky plate, ﬁf
8. Tie a loop of yarn,

string ar ribbon

thraigh Uhe hale, f
9, Hang your scene on /f?
yaur doarknod or an

sornething else in your rocsmn

L]
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Somcthing Inportent to Renenber Aliays

Feormare 508, NI, Todks s howr gresl God's low 15 or Les: Lise: the gid 1o compleln s vensn.

a b c
1/F|U|N
2|9 B|Q
d MV |H

47| A W0 |7 W
L dIviL AT Mvik Jv,
6 E|T|C
7. L% R
8|¥|D |
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81 HOT JA1A LEHHD SHINNIS TILLS THEM 35 TTTH.M

STHL BISI H0d AACT A STH SALVHLSMNOE 00 L.
IRBELY
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Calendars

April 2007
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Palm Sunday 7:30PM 11:00 AM Noon 7:30PM
Tenebrae Prayer group Stations of the Great Vigil
10:15 AM  Church School 6:30PM Cross Christ Church,
10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 Fellowship Meal 7:30PM Medway
5:00 PM  Adult Bible Study 7:30PM Holy Eucharist
Foot Washing w/ Grace UMC
Holy Eucharist
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Easter 7:30 PM Book 7:00 PM 11:00 AM
Club Vestry meeting Prayer group
10:15 AM  Church School
10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 2
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10:15 AM  Church School Patriots Day 11:00 AM
10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 Prayer group
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10:15 AM  Church School 11:00 AM 9:00 AM
10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 Prayer group Rummage Sale
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study
29 30
10:15 AM  Church School
10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 1
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study
May 2007
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
7:00 PM 11:00 AM
Vestry meeting Prayer group
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
10:15 AM  Church School 7:00 PM Christ 11:00 AM
10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 Church/St. Prayer group
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study Paul’s Church
meeting
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
10:15 AM  Church School 7:30 PM Book 11:00 AM
10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 Club Prayer group
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
10:15 AM  Church School 11:00 AM
10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 Prayer group
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study
27 28 29 30 31
10:15 AM  Church School 11:00 AM
10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 1 Prayer group
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study

The Epistle

Page 10




