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A Message from our Fr. Mike

Safe Church at Saint Paul’s

On November 18, 2006 Saint Paul’s hosted a session of Safe Church
training for the Diocese of Massachusetts. There were 2 trainers
and 31 attendees present for the day-long training. Our coordinator
was Sue Ramsley, and hospitality was provided by Gretchen Carr,
Ruth Warner and Phil Robidoux (Mr. Coffee!).

The diocesan coordinator for Safe Church has called and thanked
the parish for both the smooth way things ran and for our
“outstanding hospitality.”

Eleven of the attendees were from Saint Paul’'s—six were members
of the vestry. The day was fairly long, and the material covered
was fairly disturbing. The world most of us grew up in is gone, and
the world our children are growing up in is much more dangerous.
The training sessions focused on helping us to be aware of the
dangers, making us aware of our legal responsibilities, and on
providing strategies and structure for keeping our children safe.

One of the most helpful times for me was a frank moment when one
of the presenters, who herself comes from a small parish, talked
about building a Safe Church Culture, at her church--while they are
working hard toward fulfilling all the requirements of a Safe Church

( Continued on page 5)

Mission

Vision

The mission of St. Paul’s is to minister unconditionally to all in the name of Christ through shared
worship, teaching, healing and service.

St. Paul’s is called to be an embracing, nourishing and life-giving family in Christ. ‘We are called to
care for each other, for our community and for the world.
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Eternal light

Christmas occurred when God invaded Earth
in a strange and marvelous way. A special
child was born to improbable parents in an
unlikely place at an
inconvenient time and
in an unwelcoming
world. Yet heaven’s
light pierced the
darkness and shone
through the life of that
unique baby. That light
was and is an eternal
light. God’s light in Christ is a saving light

that can keep the world from total
destruction, from the ultimate darkness. The
message is always true: “The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it” (John 1:5, NRSV). And it never
will.

—Charles Ferrell
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Worship

Clear our minds and hearts, O Lord, of
anything that might keep us from centering
on you. May this time of worship be an
enriching experience for us all.

Sunday Worship

The Sunday worship schedule is centered on
the Holy Eucharist, Rite II at 10AM. This
service is celebrated for the first three
Sundays of the month. On the fourth
Sunday of each month, we nod to our more
traditional members, and celebrate the
Elizabethan language of the Holy Eucharist
Rite I service.

All of our services will feature traditional and
contemporary music and enjoy the support
of our organist and choir.

Christmas Schedule

This year St. Paul’s and Grace United
Methodist Church (UMC) will both be
celebrating Christmas services at St. Paul’s
church. The Christmas Schedule is as
follows:

December 20

7:00 PM A Blue Christmas - A non-
denominational service of
solace for those for whom this
Christmas will be difficult.

December 24

4:00 PM St. Paul’s Family Christmas
Service with Holy Eucharist for
all ages.

8:00 PM Grace UMC's Traditional Lessons
and Carols.
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10:00 PM  The Christ Mass - A sharing of
music, readings and communion
with the people and clergy of

St. Paul’s and Grace UMC.

December 25
10:00 AM  St. Paul’s Blessing of the Toys -
Holy Eucharist

Second Sunday Offerings

Each month, on the second Sunday of the
month, we collect various food (and non-food)
items for the Hopkinton Council on Aging Food
Pantry. While specific needs are often

announced during announcements in preceding

Sunday services, you are always welcome to
bring additional items - your gifts are always
needed by those in our community.

Prayer Group

Lori Robak and Sue Ramsley are leading
prayer group that meets on Thursdays at
11AM in Fr. Mike's office. Please join them
any Thursday for the entire hour, or just to
stop in to request prayer together for a
specific concern. All are welcome to join this
informal prayer time and are welcome to
pray silently or aloud.

If you have a prayer request, please call Sue
at 508-881-5361 or Lori at 508-435-3353.

Prayer Website
Please remember to visit the prayer website:

http://stpaulhopkinton.org/prayer/

In addition to prayer requests, the website
features special prayers, book summaries and
recommendations, and links to other websites
of interest. There is a special prayer request
form on the website for people wishing to add
their prayer requests to the site.

Adult Bible Study

The Bible Study group meets Sunday
evenings, 5-6:30pm (coincident with the J2A
group). For more information, call Amy
Kent at 508-435-0221 or email her at
aandjkentfamily@comcast.net.

The group is currently studying the Book of
Acts.

Flowers on the Altar

Flower offerings may be made at any time of
the year to the Glory of God, in thanksgiving
for a specific blessing or in memory of a
loved one. The flowers or plants enhance
the chancel and remind our parishioners of a
specific blessing or memorial. After the
services the flowers/plants can be taken
home by the donor or can be delivered to
sick/shut-in parishioners.

If you'd like to dedicate flowers on the altar,
please Contact Ruth Warner at (508)435-
6349 or the church office (508)435-4536.

Electronic Devotionals
There are many good devotional websites
available these days. For instance, browse to:

http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/devotionals/

There you will find a number of links to other
devotional sites. These include devotionals

for women, couples and people who want an
easy way to read through the Bible in a year.

If you are interested in receiving a particular
devotional, just goes to the website and click
on a choice for the day. You can also sign
up for weekly newsletters, etc.
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Upcoming Events
An events calendar is provided at the end of
this newsletter.

DECEMBERRRR

Book Club - December 11"

This month the book club is reading Finding
God in Unexpected Places, by Philip Yancey.
The club meets at the church on the second
Monday of each month, this month on
December 11" from 7:30 — 9:30 PM. All
adults are invited.
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Holiday Concert - December 17"

Come listen to the annual Holiday Concert by
the Southeastern Massachusetts Community
Concert Band play selections which include
Midnight Sleigh Ride, A Christmas Festival,
Festive Overture, Polish Christmas Music,
Auld Lang Syne and more! Held at St. John's
Church, 20 Church St. in Hopkinton.
Admission donation: paper goods or laundry
detergent for the benefit of local food
pantries.

Blue Christmas Service - December 20"
A Blue Christmas will be observed on
Wednesday, December 20, 2006 at 7:00 PM
at Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, 61 Wood
Street in Hopkinton. See the write up for “A
Blue Christmas” on page 4 for more details.

JANUARY

First Sunday Breakfast — January 7"
On the first Sunday of every month, the
Kitchen Krew will be serving breakfast from
8:45-9:45 in the parish hall. Please join us
for some fellowship (and a good meal!).

Epiphany Pageant — January 14"

The Sunday School classes will be putting on
an Epiphany Pageant - If your child(ren)
would like to take part, please let your
Sunday School teacher know, or contact
Linda Lee (hopklee@netscape.com).

Annual Parish Meeting - January 21
The St. Paul’s annual meeting will be held on
Sunday, January 21% directly after the
10:00AM service. The meeting will also
feature a Pot Luck brunch - there will be
activities for the children. Your comments,
feedback and opinions are important,
especially as we embark on our new calendar
year - please plan to attend.
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Word of advice

An old evangelist was telling another man
how he might improve his lifestyle. “You
know,” answered the wayward fellow, “I've

been aiming to do that.”

“Well,” said the preacher, “quit aiming and
start shooting.”
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Membership Class

If you are an adult who has made St. Paul’s
your church home and are not yet officially a
member of Saint Paul’s or the Episcopal
Church, talk to Fr, Mike about joining the
Membership Class. This class will begin
meeting in November at a time, date and
place to be announced. Sign up and begin
the discussion about the details of where and
when the class will meet. Topics covered will
include the history of our tradition, current
challenges to the church, and why
membership is important.

There is a list of current members of St. Paul’s
in the hallway outside Fr. Mike’s office. Likely,
you made the list if you were baptized in the
Church, or officially transferred your
membership from a prior parish). See Fr. Mike
or ask the church office to be sure.

L i
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A Blue Christmas

“Happy Holidays” can sometimes be a painful
thing to hear. Christmas is often a time of
happiness and joy; our society expects it of
us! We bustle around shopping, preparing
special foods, and gathering our friends and
families close to share the

spirit and enjoy traditions.

But sometimes things

happen that change all that.

American corporations seem “’5_%_.( j,_iL
to love “downsizing” just 1_
before the year’s end. The ?{bk

lab report comes back with

disturbing news. The kids have moved away
and won’t be here this year. Someone we
love deeply has died and this will be a
season without him or her. There are many
reasons that may color the season.
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Recognizing that for some, this will be a
“Blue Christmas,” Saint Paul’s Episcopal
Church is offering the town of Hopkinton a
special service of lessons, music and prayers
of hope. This service acknowledges our pain,
letting us know that we are not alone. All are
welcome to come and take part, whether for
themselves or in support of others.

A Blue Christmas will be observed on
Wednesday, December 20, 2006 at 7:00 PM
at Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, 61 Wood
Street in Hopkinton.
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Stewardship News

There is good news from the Stewardship
campaign this year including 3 new pledging
families/individuals so far, but we still have
quite a ways to go. To those that have
already pledged, John and I would like to
thank you along with the vestry and the rest
of the parish.

If you haven't pledged yet and wish to do so,
you can still turn in your pledge form, extras
are available at the church office, or simply
contact us directly.

If this will be your first year pledging, or if
you haven't yet considered pledging to the
church we encourage you to take a look at
the pledge form and determine how you can
help through a monetary pledge, or through
time and talent, or both.

Saint Paul’s is a self-sustaining parish and in
2007 we will not have the benefit of the
diocesan grant to help with clergy expenses
as we did this year. We are well on our way
to closing the gap but pledge commitments
are the primary way we will fund that and
know that it is funded by the time we
approve the new budget in January.

We wish you all a Happy and Peaceful
Christmas Season, and please do not
hesitate to touch base with any questions.

Chris Estey: 529-4733 or estey@verizon.net
John Diercks: 508-435-5015 or
jdiercks@comcast.net

Peace,

John and Chris
Stewardship co-chairs

-
o - T

Peace on Earth

We hear the Christmas message of
Good will to all on Earth,

And long for harmony and peace
To spread and share their worth.

But where might harmony’s roots grow?
Could frozen hearts thaw out like snow?
Can we respect both friend and foe?

Is love a blessing we will sow?

Let’s not keep nursing ancient wrongs,
But live with faith our Christmas songs.
Forgive and love unboundedly.

Let peace begin with you and me.

—Peggy Ferrell, Poems and Prayers
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Note from Fr. Mike (cont. from pg. 1)

Program as they were able.

Some of the things we will have to do as we
start our program are going to feel strange.
We must have all those who will be working
with children fill out applications and submit
to background checks. We must have two
adults with any group of children that are
participating in any church program or
event. We must institutionalize our Safe
Church practices with our own manual of
policies and procedures, and document our
compliance with those procedures.

All this may seem overwhelming, and come
of it may seem unnecessary--especially
applications and background checks on
people that are well known and well loved.
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Years ago I read the Hornblower books. In
one of them Captain Hornblower was about
to inspect the ship. His long time friend and
subordinate, Lt. Bush, was the First
Lieutenant, responsible for all that happened
“above decks.” Hornblower knew that Lt.
Bush was completely competent and faithful
in the execution of his office. It was out of
long standing affection and respect that
Hornblower’s inspection of “above decks”
was particularly rigorous. Out of long
standing affection and respect, we must ask
our existing volunteers to submit to the
same requirements as new volunteers.

2007 promises to be a year of many changes
in the life of Saint Paul’s. As the Vestry
works toward designing and implementing
Saint Paul’s Safe Church Program, 1 ask your
cooperation and understanding.

Mike+
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What are the grown-ups doing?
A Sunday school teacher was teaching a
group of youngsters about the Israelites in
the Old Testament. She kept referring to the
Jews as the “children of Israel.”

A little girl interrupted her, wanting
permission to ask a question.

“Certainly,” the teacher responded.

“Well,” the child said, “you keep talking
about the children of Israel. The children of
Israel crossed the Red Sea. The children of
Israel built the temple. The children of Israel
did this and did that. Didn’t the grown-ups
ever do anything?”

Questions: What are we grown-ups doing to
show that we are faithful children of God
today? What is our mission? What is our
calling? What does the Lord require of us to
prove that we are God’s loving and serving
children today?
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A Message from your Sr. Warden

I would like to thank everyone who
participated in the special parish meeting
held on December 3™. We discussed our
options for renting our space to Grace United
Methodist Church, and how that could work.
The opinions and views expressed were a
great help to your vestry so we could make
an informed and wise decision for St. Paul’s.
I was uplifted by the positive energy,
willingness to participate and respect for
each other that was shown by everyone. We
will now work hard to complete the
necessary steps so that Grace UMC will have
a physical church for their worship in the
beginning of 2007.

The holiday season is typically a very busy
time for everyone. That is particularly true
at St. Paul’s. On December 24™" our church
will be a hub of activity. At 10:00 AM, we
have our regularly scheduled Sunday
morning Eucharist, but with the possibility of
several baptisms. At 4:00 PM, we have our
Christmas Eve family service complete with
the children assembling the nativity scene at
the altar. At 8:00 PM, Grace United
Methodist Church will hold their Christmas
Eve service and at 10:00 PM, there will be a
joint service with Grace UMC. On Christmas
Day, we are having a 10:00 AM service
complete with Fr. Mike blessing the
children’s favorite Christmas toy.

It is my sincere hope that you have a safe,
healthy and happy Christmas season. Let us
all pause and give thanks for God’s gift of baby
Jesus to us. The phrase “Jesus is the reason
for the season” is not only catchy, but holds a
truth that we all should take the opportunity
during this hectic time to remember.

Faithfully Yours,

Jay Jacobson
Senior Warden
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Altar Guild

The Altar Guild is a Parish ministry that is
responsible for keeping the Church ready for
its Sunday worship. The guild needs 6 to 8
people to give one hour per month, at their
convenience, to set up the altar for Sunday
worship, clean up afterward, and arrange the
flowers for the Altar (no experience
needed!!!). Please consider giving this
simple gift of time and contact Ruth Warner
at whitehaller2@comcast.net.

Choir

The choir is also looking for people who
enjoy singing or play an instrument. If you
have an interest, you can contact Gretchen
Carr or Carol Spengler for more information.

Hospitality

Coffee hour after Sunday’s worship is hosted
by the hospitality crew and supported by
families and parishioners. Hosting a coffee
hour amounts to bringing enough goodies for
about 50-75 people (mostly little ones!) and
setting up/tearing down the coffee during
the service.

There’s a signup sheet in the Parish hall.

Outreach

Project Just Because...

Please continue to remember St. Paul’s
community outreach program with Project
Just Because.

. Needs...

e Household items

o toiletries

Clothes (adult and children) in good
condition.

Blankets

New underwear and socks

Kitchen accessories

Towels and sheets

Children’s toys, games, and books.

You can also browse their website for
additional needs:

WwWw.projectjustbecause.org
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Helping St. Paul’s Church

We constantly strive to maximize our
financial resources in order to accomplish
our goal of doing God’s work here on earth.
One of the ways we do this is in affiliation
with Amazon.com.

A link to the Amazon associates page is
available at www.stpaulhopkinton.org. St.
Paul's receives a percentage of the sale on
all purchases on Amazon from this link.
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Your Vestry

Jay Jacobson Senior Warden

Ruth Warner Junior Warden

Phil Robidoux Treasurer

Dianne Belamarich Clerk

David Spengler (acting) Asst Treasurer
John Diercks Stewardship

Chris Estey Stewardship

Peter Dittman Epistle/Website

Sue Ramsley Spirituality
<vacant> Outreach
Gretchen Carr Hospitality

Vestry meets monthly, on the 1% Wednesday
of the every month, beginning at 7PM in the
Parish Hall. Next Vestry meetings: January
37,

Copies of prior vestry meeting minutes may
be found on the website. Browse to the
following link for details on how to access
the minutes:

http://stpaulhopkinton.org/vestry.html

As other minutes are posted, they will be
announced via email.
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Epistle/Communications

Epistle

The Epistle is distributed electronically (as a
.pdf file) and is also available on the St. Paul’s
Website (www.stpaulhopkinton.org). If you
would like to receive the Epistle electronically,
please send email to Peter Dittman at
pdittman@comcast.net.

Of course, we also welcome your opinion on
any communications from the vestry/church.

Next Deadline for submission

If you have articles, suggestions and/or
announcements for the next Epistle, should
be submitted by December 27", for
publication January 1%,

- ———
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Just for kid

Make this Earth ornament
as a reminder to pray for

the peace Jesus will bring
when he returns. /\J.
What you will need: L

1. Clear glass ornament

e

2. Blue and green acrylic

craft paint -
3. Sponge (ﬁ;ﬁ @
4, Scissors (%

5. Black permanent marker
(Sharpie) or black puffy craft paint

6. Paper plate
7. Glitter (optional) ii"'?: > \\
[ad

‘ \“
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e f\;e s
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What you need to do:

1. Cut the sponge into 2 rectangles,
about the size of your tallest finger.

2. Pour a little paint onto a plate.

(Add glitter if you want your
ornament to sparkle.)

3. Use one sponge for blue and one
for green.

4, Dab the paint onto your glass
ornament one color at a time. Use
green for land and blue for ocean to
make the ornament look like our
planet Earth.

5. When the paint is dry, use the marker

or puffy paint to write PEACE on the
ornament.

6. Use your ornament
as a Christmas
decoration
or give it
asa
present.

Deace on Farth

Do you remember what King Herod did when he heard about the birth of Jesus?
He was so troubled that he issued a decree ordering the death of all male children
younger than 2 years old. Jesus was not bom in a time of peace, but we can look

fonaard to His return and believe what the heavenly host nroclaimed
TOrw S retum ar vhat the y nosip nea.

Follow the maze through the verse.

START

And suddenly

/f}\ there
\;" was with the angel

a multitude of the

L o e S o D s Py
OSL prdlb"lg uuu,|

and saying, “Glory to God

in the highest, and on earth

peace, good will

toward men.” | Luke2:1314, KWV | EinISH
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Calendars

December 2006
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Feast of St. Nicholas 7:00 PM 11:00 AM 10:00 -2:00
8:45 AM First Sunday Breakfast Vestry meeting Prayer group Nativity Display
9:45 AM Church School
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 2
St. Nicholas Giving Tree
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
9:45 AM Church School 7:30 PM Book 11:00 AM
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 Club Prayer group
11:30-1:00 Nativity Display
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:45 AM Church School 7:00 PM 11:00 AM
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 1 A Blue Christmas Prayer group
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Christmas Eve Day Christmas Day
9:45 AM Church School
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 10:00 AM Holy
4:00 PM All Ages Christmas Eve Eucharist, Blessing
Worship of the Toys
8:00PM Lessons and Carols (Grace
UMC)
10:00PM The Christ Mass — shared
worship with Grace UMC
31
9:45 AM Church School
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 2
January 2007
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
7:00 PM 11:00 AM
Vestry meeting Prayer group
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:45 AM First Sunday Breakfast 7:30 PM Book 11:00 AM
9:45 AM Church School Club Prayer group
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 2
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:45 AM Church School Martin Luther King 11:00 AM
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 Day Prayer group
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:45 AM Church School 11:00 AM
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 Prayer group
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study
28 29 30 31
9:45 AM Church School
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite 1
5:00 PM Adult Bible Study
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